Dr. Atkinson then read the paper entitled Pyorrhcea Alveolaris.
"Flow of pus from the tooth-sockets" has long been recognized as a disease which it was impossible or difficult to successfully treat. Those who have dealt with it are divided as to the character of the departure from health, and as to the manner of treatment. Dr. Riggs regards it as a local disease, and amenable to local surgical cure; while many others, mostly homeopathists, attribute it to constitutional cachexy; and still others regard it as localization of a systemic debility. My own view is coincident with the latter.
The great merit of Dr. Riggs' practice is in his insistence upon the necessity for thoroughly removing all the altered tissues well down into the healthy structure, thus favoring reproduction by "first intention." His demerit is his persistent denial of any utility in constitutional or local medication. 
